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NEWSLETTER FOR FAMILIES OF BC STUDENTS SPRING 2018 
Greetings 
Dear Bridgewater College Families, 
Welcome to the Spring 2018 edition of 
our newsletter. Please take a few minutes to 
read about the student projects and research 
happening in the Division of Humanities 
and Social Sciences. Our students are collab­
orating and learning to lead as conscientious, 
global citizens, and they make us proud! In 
this edition, you will also get a glimpse of 
our new Student Life space, on the first level 
of the KCC. The ribbon cutting took place 
in January, once the students had returned 
to campus. I hope that you will take the time 
to go by and see it for yourself next time 




Chair, Family Council 
Family Council Board for 2017-18 
Suzanne Bushman, Chair
Presidential Spouse 
Glenn & Tracey Criss 
Karla '86 & Brad Hallock'86 
Cindy&Jamie Hess 
Catherine & Nelson Kelley 
Karen Caddell-Lee & Mike Lee 
Mark & Susan Michrina 
Suzy Shober Sauerwald '88 
Sandy & Walter Shipe 
Mary Helen '83 & Jim Tucker'79 
A Day in the Life ofT.J. Covington '20 
A 
native of Richmond, Va., soph­
omore T.J. Covington chose
Bridgewater College after tour­
ing it during his senior year of 
high school. "I really liked the close-knit 
community and how friendly people 
were;' he said. He loves all the opportu­
nities for involvement that he has found 
at BC, both formal and informal. 
9:30 a.m. T.J. usually gets up about 30 
minutes before heading to his first class 
of the day at 10 a.m., General Chemistry 
II. An environmental science major, T.J.
has lengthy labs for both his science
classes on Monday and Wednesday
afternoons.
11 a.m. His second class is Introduction 
to Environmental Science. T.J. is hoping 
he can find an internship related to 
environmental science in the summer, 
in order to get additional hands-on 
experience in the field. 
Noon Survey of Calculus is the next 
class T.J. heads to on Monday, Wednes­
day and Friday. On Tuesday and 
Thursday, he's starting his day with 
Environmental Ethics at 12:30 p.m. He'll 
try to grab Take 5 for lunch somewhere 
along the way. 
4:45 p.m. When he's not finishing a 
science lab, T.J. is at symphonic band 
practice on Tuesdays and Thursdays un­
til 6 p.m. In addition to Symphonic Band, 
T.J. is in the Pep Band, which performs 
at all home football games and some 
home men's and women's basketball 
games. T.J. plays percussion, which can 
mean playing any one of a wide variety 
of instruments depending on the song 
and what he's assigned, including tam­
bourine, bongo drum, vibraphone and 
even various sound effects. 
8 p.m. Evenings are filled with home­
work, music practice, attending the 
Monday night meeting of CRU (the 
Christian organization formerly known 
as Campus Crusade for Christ) or the 
Thursday night men's Bible study. T.J. is 
the pianist for the BC Gospel Choir and 
practices with them on Wednesday and 
Thursday nights. 
When he thinks about life after Bridge­
water, T.J. said,"l'm interested in the 
renewable resources industry - solar 
power, hydro power - or perhaps some­
thing dealing with water pollution:' He is 
focused on pursuing a career in environ­
mental science for now but views music 
as something that will always be part of 
his life. "Music is my passion:' 
The son of a pastor, T.J. started playing 
music at his dad's church at age 11 and 
continues to play there when he's home. 
He formed C4RT3R C, an indie music 
group, with two friends, Charles Francil­
lon '19 and Joe Lewis '18. They named 
the group after their original rehearsal 
room in the basement of the Carter 
Center. They experiment with different 
genres and just made their first music 
video for"Good Time:' 
EAGLE FAMILIES I SPRING 2018 
Applied Knowledge: Research in Humanities and Social Sciences
Students in the Division of Humanities and Social Sci­ences have the opportunity to work on distinctive research projects, present at national and regional conferences in their fields and put everything they are learning into action. Dr. Betsy Hayes, Division Head, noted, "These are really student-driven projects. They come from student initiative and student interest." One project she highlighted was Clara Metzler's exploration of food insecurity and emergen­cy food distribution. Metzler is a senior sociology major who received funding for her summer field research through The Research Experience @ Bridgewater (TREB). Metzler conducted interviews during the summer and analyzed the data she collected. During the fall se­mester, she analyzed her findings and turned the research into an honors project that culminat-ed in an oral presentation. Dr. Hayes commented, "The ultimate 
ClaraMetzler '18 
document itself and the quality of the honors-oral were, I would argue, graduate-level work." At every step along the way, Metzler took advantage of the unique opportunities Bridgewater afforded her to fully explore and complete her research, with the support of her faculty. Another example of a distinctive independent study project was the work of Emily Rieflin '19. A Spanish major and social work minor, she accompanied Dr. Grace Martin to Ronda, Spain, in January 2017 for a language intensive. She fell in love with Spain and its culture and decided to return in order to walk the El Camino pilgrimage in the region of Galicia. Many Christian pilgrims of the past had walked this historic network of trails, and Rieflin wanted to explore the concept of pilgrimage. Since her return, she has been working with Dr. Mahan Ellison, exploring other writings about El Camino and developing her own writing about the journey. In addition to independent study and honors projects like these, many students 
in the division work on projects during their senior seminar classes, as a capstone for everything they have learned along the way. History senior seminar students are "all doing exciting projects that are being presented at regional and national conferences:' Hayes said. Dakota Walton '18 and Jaclyn W illiams '18 recently presented at the 2018 Biennial Convention of Phi Alpha Theta, the national history honor society. Dr. Nancy Klancher's Introduc­tion to Interfaith Studies class has introduced another application of experiential learning. The class meets with students at nearby James Madison University to prac­tice interfaith dialogue with stu­dents who are Christian, Jewish or Muslim or who profess no religious belie£ Initiating and navigating these conversations has provided "hands-on experience of what they're learning in the classroom:' Hayes said. Dr. Jim J osefson takes a group of students each year to the Mid-At­lantic Regionals for the American Collegiate Moot Court, while Dr. Jacob Graham takes students to the VFIC Ethics Bowl an­nually. These students practice public speaking and debate while participating in rigorous competitions with their peers. At BC, students from across Hayes' departments are represent­ed in ASPIRE: A Celebration of the Arts, Scholarship, Perfor­mance, Innovation and Research Excellence, Bridgewater's annual showcase of student and faculty scholarship. Students host panels, present posters and hone their skills on campus. Dr. Hayes summarizes this work as "multi-dimensional" and praised the ways students learn other skills in the midst of their projects. This applied knowledge prepares Bridgewater College students for graduate study and the workplace. They become prepared for the professional world and learn skills like networking, oral presentation, strategic thinking, inter­viewing, data analysis and more, all while deeply exploring a topic of interest in their fields. It's "an example of what can happen when a student capitalizes on an opportunity." 




Dr. Robert Andersen Director of Academic 
Advising and Associate Dean for 
Academic Affairs 
randerse@bridgewater.edu 
Chief Milton Franklin Chief of Campus Police 
mfranklin@bridgewater.edu 
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The Department of Student Life has moved1 Renovations to the lower 
level of the KCC were completed in December 2017. The offices that 
moved include the Vice President and Dean of Student Life, the Associate 
Deans, Counseling Services, College Chaplain, Student Activities, Diversity 
Education and Advocacy, Residence Life and more. 
Paige French Director of Health Services 
pfrench@bridgewater.edu 
Randy Hook Director of Counseling Services 
rhook@bridgewater.edu 
Heidi Hoover Title IX Coordinator 
hhoover@bridgewater.edu 
3 
The Rev. Dr. Robbie Miller College Chaplain 
rm i ller@bridgewater.edu 
Dr. Chip Studwell Director of Academic 
Support 
cstudwell@bridgewater.edu 
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IMPORTANT (!J"p'llltg DATES
Easter Break: 
Begins after the last class on Thursday, March 29. 
Classes resume on Tuesday,April 3. 
Baccalaureate: 
Friday, May 4 
Commencement: 
Saturday, May 5 
For more information on Commencement, go to: 
bridgewater.edulcommencement 
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Save the Date: 
October 12-13, 2018 
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